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Into the Crystal Ball for the 1970s
JOE R. MOORE
Science Consultant
Muscatine-Scott County School System

The beginning of a new decade is
always an ideal time to reflect upon
the past-and the future.
Looking back, the decade of the
sixties can be characterized as the
decade of tumult, the decade of
change, the decade of progress-and
depending upon one's past experiences-many other adjectives will
probably be equally descriptive.
In Science Education, it was the
decade of the "alphabet" curriculum
project. BSCS, CHEMS, PSSC, ESCP,
AAAS, ESS, SCIS, ISCS are only a
few. These involved massive transfusion of federal monies and were designed as National Programs. They
utilized and exploited words such as
discovery, inquiry, process approach,
behavioral objectives, investigative
approach. They were concerned with
flexible scheduling, modular scheduling, individualized instruction, the
middle school, teacher aides, and
many other innovative approaches as
well as different content.
Science education today is utilizing
and implementing the revisions of
some of the later programs ( particularly at the junior high school and
elementary level) are looked upon
with some favor by educators across
the country. The national curriculum
projects have produced materials for
teachers in all areas and at all levels

of science. Unfortunately, schools and
teachers have not used the new ideas
as much as they could. Science today,
in many cases, continues to b e presented to students as a body of
knowledge, static and unchanging, to
be mastered. Textbooks are still the
main instructional vehicle, and teachers persist in the role of authority-a
role in which they assign, direct, correct and test.
What does the future hold for us?
What will be the thrust of science education in the seventies? Let me hypothesize about some of the trends
which may develop into forces shaping science education of the seventies.
1. This will be the decade of the inservice program. Educators ( adminish·ators) will finally put into practice what they h ave been talking
about in the sixties . A good program
is a result of planning and b·aining.
More and more school systems will
consider and utilize the extended
conh·act and released-time for implementing .their new programs. Extensive inservice programs will become a matter of course in upgrading of a school's program and
staff.
2. The computer and other electronic
apparatus will become as common
as microscopes and balances.

3. Science teachers will have to share
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and help with the topics of drug
education, sex education, environmental education, engineering and
technological problems dealing with
space, transportation, housing, recreation and medicine.
4. The integrated science program instead of separate subjects will become a major focal point in science
curriculum development.
5. Individualized instruction, particularly for the slower and faster students, will become a reality.
6. Special science teachers in the elementary schools-even at the primary level-will become more common .
7. Utilization of Science Consultantwith smaller school systems sharing
the expense of personnel-will become a major thrust in improving
the K-12 program.
8. Improvements in laboratory facilities
will continue in the form of study
carrels, computer consoles, programmed materials (both paper and
tape) , and improved audiovisual
materials and equipment.
9. Mini-grant curriculum improvement
projects and various clearinghouses
will aid in the sharing and dissemination of materials.
10. Utilization of videotape for staff improvement and assessment will
come into vogue.
11. There will be increasing reliance
and an improvement in evaluation
instruments for developing cun-iculum especially in the area of individualized instruction.

Yes, the decade of the seventies will
be as fast moving and exciting as the

sixties were. Perhaps in 1980, we will
look back upon the seventies and say,
"We did our thing!".
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Iowa Section of AAPT
Will Meet in April
The Annual Spring Meeting of the
Iowa Section of the American Association of Physics Teachers will be held
Saturday, April 25, 1970, at Grinnell
College, Grinnell, Iowa. High school,
junior college, and college teachers of
physics may apply for membership by
writing to William Azbell, SecretaryTreasurer, Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa. All persons interested and
involved with physics teaching are
welcome to attend the spring meeting.
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